SITE HISTORY,
ARCHAEOLOGY

AND FUTURE
RECOMMENDATIONS

2286 Church Avenue

Block 5103, Lot 58

Church and Bedford Avenues
Flatbush, Brooklyn, NY




Please be advised that the nature of this discussion
involves some disturbing information that we strive

to handle and share sensitively and with respect.



GGoals of Presentation

* Provide a short overview of the role of archaeologists and researchers
« Share what we know about the history of the site

» Describe archaeological investigations undertaken at the site and the
findings

» Describe future steps for work at the site, and the steps that would be
taken if human remains are found there

* Outline the timeframe for descendant research and opportunities for
ongoing public engagement

Discussions about memorialization of the site will be held in breakout
rooms later in this public meeting.
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Prior Research and Goals

Documentary research began in 1998 for the 2286 Church Avenue Site. Since
then, more intensive research was completed in 2000, 2001, and 2019.

Archaeological testing in 2001 found limited human remains within disturbed
soils, likely of African ancestry

In 2019 we wrote a Community Engagement Plan and Unanticipated
Discoveries Plan to address the handling of human remains should they be
found on the site in any future development

Working with City, we are helping to identify a descendant community and
support the Task Force
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Historical Context

 Flatbush (Midwout) ca.1651
 Flatbush Reformed Dutch Church 1654



Historical Context

 Flatbush families enslaved Africans

A 20t century |IIustrat|on of the flrst slave auctlon in
New Amsterdam (Manhattan), which took place in the
early 17t century.
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BY PUBLIC AUCTION,
On MONDAY the 18th of M“ 1829,

UNDER THE TREES,

FOR SALE,

THE THREE FOLLOWING

HANNIBAL, about 30 Years old, an exce Ik ol House Servant, of Good Character.
WILLIAM, about 335 Years old, a Labourer.
NANCY, an excellent House Servant snd Nurse.
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Also for Sale, at Eleven o’Clock,
Fine Rice, Gram, Paddy, Books, Muslins,
Needles, Pins, Rl')])OIIQ e, &e.

AT ONE OCLOCK, THAT CELEBRATED ENGLISH HORSE

BLUCHER,
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Enslavement in the North, 1790

Total Number of Enslaved People in Northeast: 40,086

Enslaved % of Population
None
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1855 Map

African Burial Ground

_ 2286 Church Avenue

CHURCH AVENUE
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T.G. Bergen; July 1855, Brooklyn Historical Society.



Source

CHURCH AVENUE

Elizabeth Meade 2020, https://www.cemeteriesofnyc.com/map

BEDFORD AVENUE

Today

J Flatbush African Burial

Ground

2286 Church Avenue
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1855 Burial Ground
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Yellow - Flatbush Village
School No. 1

- — 2286 Church Avenue

- -1855 mapped African
Burial Ground
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Archaeological Testing 2001



Trench
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Test Pit
With Tooth

Archaeological Testing 2001
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Reburial in 2001

Flatbush Reformed Church Cemetery



Who Was Buried There?

Only two names from secondary sources:

* Phyllis Jacobs — twin sister of Sarah Hicks
* Eve — died 1810

A public notice was posted on
Ancestry.com for relatives of
anyone interred at the Burial
Ground. We will continue to
monitor responses and forward
them to the City Team and
Task Force

DIED,

The 23d Inst. in the village of Flatbush,
(L. 1) in the house of her last master,
| Lawrence Voorhes, & negro woman named
Eve, aged near 110 years. She was born in
the beginning of the last Century, in the afore-
said \'ﬁiagc, and for more than 80 years lived .
ander the roof of her third master, Lawrence
Ditmas. She was a woman of strong intel-
lectual capacity, n_nd epjo_p'ed_m almost unin-
terrupted health, till within eight days of her
departure. Such were her active powers, that
she was seldom known to be unemployed,
even in the most advanced pqrwd of her life.
Her ordinary occupation during the summer
months was, by her own clypucc. the drenlqg
of a garden spot, and in this employment, in
which she much delighted, she was still en-
gaged the last summer of her life.  Her be-
haviour was modest 'lml unassuming, and her
disposition naturally lively andﬁ;?&:;;f:;l, :l::‘l?:l
ing some slight rheumatic a mc:'.d'mg o
"_She had the perfectuse qfn
"ill the last. On \unth cv:m: _htr rema ;
were piously interred in the A rican b:nzn‘n,:
ground of the village of Fln'.lnul:. aitended by
a great copcourse of the, people of colou




Ongoing Study
* There may be additional human remains on the site
* Need for a future Archaeological Fieldwork Protocol

* Procedures for testing

 Recommendations informed by the Task Force,
Descendant Community, and community members
regarding notification requirements, ceremonial
events, DNA analysis, additional studies, and the
location for future reburial.



Ongoing Descendant Research

* HPI research report due early May 2021

* Research by volunteers on the Task Force and other
community members is ongoing

* Research can continue to seek references to people interred
at the Flatbush African Burial Ground

» After May, comments and information can be shared
through the website:


https://fabgtaskforce.nyc/



