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In 2015, Council Member Donovan Richards Jr. convened the 

Downtown Far Rockaway Working Group, starting a new  

chapter for the neighborhood. A vision of a revitalized 

Downtown Far Rockaway emerged, calling for smart and 

community-driven investments by the City, and culminating  

in a 2016 letter to Mayor de Blasio detailing the working 

group’s recommendations.

In response, through extensive community and stakeholder 

engagement, the City released the Downtown Far Rockaway 

Roadmap for Action in Summer 2016, which addressed the 

community’s needs through strategies focused on land 

use, housing, transportation and public space, economic 

development, community services, and culture.

Together, the Far Rockaway community and the City have  

made significant progress over the last year. This update 

presents the City’s progress to date and what’s ahead for  

Downtown Far Rockaway. 

30+ vacant and 
deteriorating 
Zombie Homes 
identified for 
reactivation

18 small 
business 

storefronts 
improved

600+  
affordable  
housing units  

in development 

Progress by the numbers 



 

12 small businesses  
outfitted with  

state-of-the-art  
wireless mesh  
network infrastructure

500+ Far Rockaway  
households provided  

with free tenant-related  
legal assistance  
and counseling 

Progress by the numbers 

Implementation

22 blocks  
successfully  
rezoned

The City continues to work with the Downtown Far Rockaway community, pairing new investments with a  

rezoning that builds on the neighborhood’s existing assets to spur private investment. This update highlights  

some of the progress the City and its community partners have made since the release of the Roadmap for  

Action in 2016. 

In September 2017, the City Council approved a set of land use actions for Downtown Far Rockaway, including 

a neighborhood-wide rezoning to allow for new commercial space, community facility space, and residential 

development, a portion of which will be permanently affordable. The land use actions also allowed for the 

redevelopment of the City-owned lot at Beach 21st Street near the A Train, which will be reimagined with new 

retail, community uses, and mixed-income housing, adjacent to a new plaza. 

Downtown Far Rockaway stakeholders and City representatives celebrate 
City Council’s approval of the land use actions on the steps of City Hall



Ensuring Affordable Housing 
“Identify opportunities for new mixed-income housing that includes a range of income levels and preserves 

existing affordable housing.” Downtown Far Rockaway Roadmap for Action, Summer 2016 

New Mixed-Income and Affordable Housing
In June 2018, NYC Housing Preservation & Development (HPD) committed to provide financing for a new mixed-

use affordable housing development at 1414 Central Avenue. The project is expected to provide over 140 
new units of affordable housing, approximately 2,500 square feet of commercial space, and a new home 

for the Community Church of the Nazarene, which formerly occupied a portion of the site. Construction began 

in summer 2018.

In June 2018, the City provided financing for the initial phase of Far Rockaway Village, which is being developed 

by the nonprofit Phipps Houses. The project will replace the underutilized shopping center downtown 
with 450 units of affordable housing, 92,000 square feet of commercial space, and 23,000 square feet of 

public space.

 In July 2018, New York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC) selected a nonprofit developer, The 

Community Builders, to transform a City-owned site into 224 affordable units of housing, approximately 

24,000 square feet of ground-floor retail space and 8,000 square feet of community space, and approximately 90 

parking spots for residents and the public. 

Rental Assistance for Homeless Families and Individuals
Through three rental assistance programs, NYC Human Resources Administration (HRA) is dedicating 
resources to help 200 homeless families and individuals displaced from Far Rockaway and living in shelters 

move back into the neighborhood if they choose. To date, 41 families and individuals have been assisted. 

Legal Services for Tenants
From September 2017 to June 2018, the City provided 574 households in Far Rockaway with free legal services 

through HRA’s Office of Civil Justice. The City will also dedicate $155 million annually, at full implementation, 

to ensure access to free legal representation or counseling to tenants facing eviction, part of its 

commitment to provide universal access to legal services for tenants facing eviction in Housing Court and NYCHA 

administrative proceedings.

Affordable Housing Preservation
  In an effort to engage building owners who could benefit from financing and tax incentives in exchange 

for maintaining affordable rents for existing tenants, HPD reached out to property owners and holds monthly 

Property Owner Clinics. In February 2018, HPD hosted a Landlord and Homeowner Resource Fair in  

Far Rockaway. Through these efforts, HPD has reached the owners of 66 properties in the Rockaways representing 

over 3,000 apartments. 

Zombie Homes
Launched in summer 2017, the Zombie Homes Initiative led by HPD has identified 30+ zombie homes— 

vacant, deteriorating homes—in Community District 14. This will aid in the reactivation of properties for 
productive use.



Beach 21st Street 
proposed design; 
preliminary rendering 
courtesy of The 
Community Builders

1414 Central Avenue 
proposed design;  
preliminary rendering  
courtesy of Magnussun 
Architecture and Planning

Pending Public Design Commission Approval



TRANSforming PUBLIC SPACE
“Improve transportation infrastructure, transit resources, and public space with new connections and open 

plazas.” Downtown Far Rockaway Roadmap for Action, Summer 2016 

Access to Opportunity: Transportation and Housing Study in the Eastern Rockaways
As part of a joint, federally funded $1.5M planning study with HPD, NYC Department of Transportation (DOT) 

conducted robust community outreach and data analysis to develop recommendations to improve Eastern 
Rockaway residents’ access to jobs, services, education, destinations, and other opportunities. DOT began 

implementing short-term recommendations in late summer 2018 at Beach Channel Drive and Far Rockaway Blvd 

to improve access to local retail and the nearby Far Rockaway-Mott Avenue subway station. 

Bridge Creek Clean-Up
In August 2017, NYC Department of Sanitation cleaned the perimeter of Bridge Creek, and volunteers performed 

a second clean-up of the interior of the wetlands area in February 2018.

New Public Open Space
NYC Parks took jurisdiction of the vacant, City-owned lot on the corner of Nameoke and Augustina Avenues in 

November 2017. The lot will be transformed into a new community park, with design expected to begin 

in summer 2019 with a community scoping session.

Renovated Open Spaces
In May 2018, NYC Parks held a public visioning meeting about the renovation of Bayswater Park. The 

public design scoping meeting is expected for fall 2018 and construction is expected to begin in 2021.

Both the Redfern Playground and the recreation area adjacent to Redfern Houses will be reconstructed 

to include new and improved facilities. Design is expected to begin in fall 2018 with a community scoping session, 

and construction is expected to begin in summer 2020.

Carshare Pilot
As part of DOT’s two-year Carshare Pilot program, cars are now available to rent from designated  
areas downtown. Discounts are available for NYCHA residents and IDNYC cardholders. For information, visit 

www.nycdotcarshare.info/works.

Bridge Creek Park clean-up at Seagirt Boulevard



Planned Beach 21st Street Plaza

Planned improvements 
on Beach 20th Street

Streetscape and Stormwater Infrastructure Improvements
Slated to begin construction in 2019, the City will improve safety and circulation on streets and sidewalks 

and upgrade sewers in Downtown Far Rockaway along Mott Avenue, and Beach 20th and Beach 
21st Streets. The improvements will include expanded sidewalks with new trees, improved street 
lighting, bus passenger amenities, and a new public plaza that safely connects the A train on Beach 

22nd Street and buses on Beach 21st Street. This project will be constructed in conjunction with the 

installation of storm and sanitary sewer infrastructure, strengthening resiliency in extreme weather events.

Renderings courtesy of W Architecture and Landscape Architecture



Bolstering Local Economy
“Strengthen existing commercial corridors and small businesses, attracting a broad mix of retail offerings and 

improving connections to jobs, workforce training, and education.” Downtown Far Rockaway Roadmap for 

Action, Summer 2016 

Legal Services and Support for Small Businesses
In November and December 2017, and August 2018, in partnership with the Queens Chamber of Commerce and 

Council Member Richards’ office, NYC Department of Small Business Services (SBS) conducted a “Chamber On 

the Go” visit, sending the SBS Mobile Outreach unit to Downtown Far Rockaway to help connect businesses 
to SBS services including financing and legal assistance, and help navigate City government. SBS will 

continue to assess needs and provide resources to Far Rockaway small businesses.

Resiliency Investments for Small Businesses
12 downtown businesses are taking part in an internet infrastructure resiliency program through 

RISE : NYC. As part of this program, a resilient wireless mesh network will be installed for Sandy-impacted  

small businesses, and the local workforce will be trained to deploy it. So far, six small business owners have been 

trained to install and maintain the network, with installation expected to begin in fall 2018 and be operational by 

summer 2019. 

Storefront Improvements
With funding from NYCEDC and the Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City, SBS provided grants to downtown 
businesses and property owners to improve the façades of 18 storefronts, strengthening commercial 

corridors downtown. 

Commercial District Needs Assessment (CDNA)
SBS will conduct a CDNA to highlight the existing business landscape of the Downtown Far Rockaway  

commercial district. In mid-August 2018, SBS held a CDNA information session in Downtown Far Rockaway for 

interested local partners to learn more about becoming involved in the process. Data collection is expected to 

begin in November 2018.

Small business owners participating in the Far Rockaway resilient wi-fi 
network, in partnership with RDRC and New America



  

 Park’s Clothing Corp., family-owned and in  
business for over 40 years, received funding for 
a new sign and awning, security gates, and  
façade painting.

Tino’s Unisex Hair Styling, family-owned and in business for over 35 years, received funding for  
a new sign and awning, security gates, lighting, and façade repair and painting, generating a  
10 percent increase in first-time customers.

“Looks great. Big deal for us merchants.”
 Carlo Venezia, Tino’s unisex hair styling 

“The completed 
storefront makes 
the store more 
appealing to the 
customers and 
brighter.”

Jenny Park,  
Park’s Clothing Corp.



Enhancing Community and Culture
“Expand and build upon community services and cultural assets to improve the quality of life for residents and 

attract visitors.” Downtown Far Rockaway Roadmap for Action, Summer 2016 

Grants and Programming for the Arts
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs granted $50,000 to the Queens Council for the Arts for enhanced activity 

downtown. The funding will enrich the High School Portfolio Preparation Program, which aids 

students in their art college applications, and provides career development and marketing services to artists and 

art organizations. 

Increased Access to Health Care
In April 2018, construction began to expand the Addabbo Health Care Center, doubling its square 

footage, and enabling it to accommodate 97,000 appointments—a 65 percent increase.

 
 
Landmark Designation for Historic Buildings
In May 2018, NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission voted to approve the landmark status of the firehouse on 

Central Avenue and the police precinct on Mott Avenue, two historic Renaissance Revival-style structures. 

Building Community Capacity 
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs’ Building Community Capacity initiative provided a grant to Rockaway 

Waterfront Alliance and Rockaway Artists Alliance to study Far Rockaway’s cultural ecosystem. During the 

program’s first phase, grantees conducted research to provide a better understanding of who is present (including 

community members and various cross-sector cultural stakeholders), as well as their motivations, key challenges, 

capacities, and resources. In 2019-20, participants will create a shared agenda and develop a strategic 
framework to address critical issues identified in Phase 1.

Addabbo Health Center Annex 
Groundbreaking

Historic building: Far Rockaway Firehouse, 
Engine Companies 264 & 328/Hook and  
Ladder 134

Historic building: NYPD 101st Precinct 
Police Station



Continuing the Conversation
The City will continue to coordinate with the community through regular 

meetings with the council member and the Downtown Far Rockaway  

Working Group.

Building on the progress to date, the City’s investments in Downtown Far 

Rockaway continue to work toward fulfillment of the community’s vision—

better connections to job centers, increased economic opportunity, and 

improved quality of life for the people who call the neighborhood home.

New Far Rockaway Branch Library
NYC Department of Design and 

Construction will start construction 
at the Far Rockaway Branch 
Library this fall. The new, two-story, 

18,000-square-foot building designed 

by Snohetta Architects will replace the 

existing 9,000-square-foot single-story 

library, adding a teen room, cyber 

center, quiet room, business center, 

and capacity for community events. A 

temporary facility will provide library 

services during construction.

Renderings courtesy of Snøhetta



Learn More

edc.nyc/downtown-far-rockaway
FarRockaway@edc.nyc
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